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Have you ever wondered how human beings have developed? Life began as tiny single cells billions of

years ago, and from there the cells became the complex organism known as a human. While this natural
cloning has taken billions of years to achieve, new research has discovered the key to speeding up the process.
All the wonders of creation lie in the tiniest couriers: our genes. Recent discoveries have revealed how we
might manipulate our genes. After a fertilized egg begins to divide into cells, the genes carried inside the cells’
nucleus develop embryonic stem cells. These tiny cells grow into tissues in the body, building people from the
ground up.

Our genes determine every single physical characteristic about us. Some experts also believe that
personality traits could be read from our genes. If this is possible, does this mean our destinies are already
predetermined? People who seek dangers and thrills are known to possess a specific gene that makes them
crave dangerous situations. The ability to read and manipulate our genes could lead to the ability to predict
and then alter our genetic blueprints. While this genetic engineering seems very promising, some scientists

feel there is a dark cloud behind this scientific silver lining. This may go against evolution as we know It.
|
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While the debate on ethical issues of genetic research rages on, other discoveries are being made, such

as what genes determine sex. Out of the 60 genes on the Y chromosome, only a very small part actually
Influences whether we will be male or female. It takes 30,000 genes to build a human, but only one to make it
a man. This one gene will determine whether a fetus will become male or female. It’s interesting to know that
men are basically adaptations of the female form. Whether we are male or female, we are all subject to aging.
Genetic research has given us a new understanding as to how it happens. What comes to mind when you hear
the word “oxygen”? Most would probably say it is a kind of gas that living things need to survive with.
However, oxygen Is also one of the causes of death. Cells require oxygen to produce energy for the body, but
during this chemical reaction, by-products known as “free radicals™ are released. It is these by-products which
break down healthy cells and cause us to age.




i S i% Bl ps
HERHEH_-1 {-55;

A
For those of us wanting to turn back the clock, experts now believe the true elixir of life exists in anti-

oxidants. These chemicals can reduce the damage to cells. Anti-oxidants occur naturally in different foods
such as dark, green leafy vegetables like spinach, blueberries and certain types of tea. By using anti-oxidants,
we can actually slow the free radicals down to a snail’s pace. All of us want the perfect body, a great

personality and to be forever young. With further research into genetics, we may someday be able to build the
perfect human being.

28.Why is oxygen considered one of the causes of death?
(A) Because it damages free radicals in our cells.

(B) Because it produces anti-oxidants in our body.

(C) Because it eliminates all other substances in our body.
(D) Because it creates a substance which destroys cells.
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The human brain does not actually think in words or numbers. When we hear words and
numbers, we convert them 1 into pictures and emotions so that we can process them, like a
movie, In our heads. 2 , when we want to speak, we process and convert our thinking back
Into words and numbers. It feels automatic, but it actually takes us many months as infants to
learn this tool called language. This is obviously very complicated, and there is still a lot we
don’t know about how our brains work. 3 Iimproving our communication skills, think of it
this way. Words and numbers are abstract concepts that we, asa 4 , created a long time ago.
As a society, we’ve added and 5  words over thousands of years and are still adding words
today. In 2013, the Oxford Dictionary Online added some new important words like buzzworthy
and selfie. You know, practical stuff.

1.(A) instantaneously (B) inappropriately (C) internationally (D) inaccurately
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The human brain does not actually think in words or numbers. When we hear words
and numbers, we convertthem 1 Into pictures and emotions so that we can process them,
like a movie, In our heads. 2 , when we want to speak, we process and convert our
thinking back into words and numbers. It feels automatic, but it actually takes us many
months as infants to learn this tool called language. This is obviously very complicated, and
there is still a lot we don’t know about how our brains work. 3  Improving our
communication skills, think of it this way. Words and numbers are abstract concepts that we,
as a 4 , created a long time ago. As a society, we’ve added and 5 words over
thousands of years and are still adding words today. In 2013, the Oxford Dictionary Online

added some new important words like buzzworthy and selfie. You know, practical stuff.
4.(A) servant (B) shepherd (C) species (D) spouse
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Do you know that factories in Taiwan have to pay a new tax? According to the new law, factories have
to pay the new tax if they 11 PM2.5 pollution. Collecting tax is part of an effort made by the Taiwanese
government to improve the air quality. Because PM2.5 particles are very small, we are not able to see them
with naked eyes. They are so tiny that they can get deep into our lungs. Moreover, they are very light, so they
stay in the air for a long time. PM2.5 comes from different sources, including factories, vehicles, airplanes,
dust storms, etc. Taiwan’s Environmental Protection Administration (EPA) did not 12  this new law until
people complained that no larger facilities are taxed. Although the EPA has been collecting air pollution taxes
since 1995, the EPA has only taxed vehicles, rather than factories. About 8000 factories have not been 13 by
the new law until 2018. In daily life, we may not be aware of the harm brought by PM2.5. Here are a couple
of facts about PM2.5 to keep in mind. First, the EPA indicates that particles narrower than 10 micrometers are
the most 14  Dbecause they can get deep into our lungs, and some may even get into our bloodstream.
Second, two types of people with heart or lung disease, 15 , are considered at a greater risk from PM2.5
pollution than other people, especially when they engage in outdoor activities.

l 23

14.(A) healthful (B) heavenly (C) harmonious (D) hazardous
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The most obvious reason for avoiding cell phone use by drivers is to save lives. Cell
phones and driving area 6  mix because each year thousands of drivers are Killed or
seriously injured. The second reason is that sometimes these drivers kill 7, passengers
or other drivers because they are talking on cell phones or texting instead of watching the
road while they are driving. These drivers certainly do not have the rightto 8  others’
lives. Finally, most reports issued by the government state that the damage to cars from
these accidents costs us millions of dollars as well as countless hours of lost work. In fact,
a wide range of countries has already 9 cell phone use while driving, including
Australia, Brazil, Japan, Russia and Turkey. Using cell phones while driving is rather
dangerous. We must all be careful drivers since talking or texting on cell phones when
driving Is not safe. For the important reasons | have mentioned here, | support a complete
10  on cell phone use by drivers. The government and the individuals should work
together to promote safe driving.

6.(A) orderly (B) deadly (C) likely (D) jolly
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